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Attention: NJACAC Secondary School members

Date: March 2010

From: Andre Richburg and Sarah Graham, Camp College co-Directors, HRNJACAC@gmail.com
Greetings! After a long, snowier-than-usual winter in New Jersey, we are thrilled to let you know about Camp College, an exciting summer opportunity for students that could use some extra support in the college admissions process. Specifically, this program is geared towards rising high school seniors who lack the resources they might need to find the best college matches and successfully complete the application process. This includes students who are low-income and/or have parents who did not attend college.  

Each summer since 2000, Camp College has been successfully introducing students from traditionally underserved populations to the college application process throughout New York State. Now, we are excited to bring this program to New Jersey for the first time. Our inaugural program will take place from July 20th-July 21st, 2010 on the campuses of Monmouth University and Brookdale Community College. Students will spend the night in the residence halls at Monmouth on the night of July 20th. Students must arrive at Monmouth between 9:00-10:30am on Tuesday, July 20th and depart at 6:00pm on Wednesday, July 21st.
Over two days, students will attend a mix of presentations and more personalized small group sessions. These sessions will be led by experts from the college admissions and college counseling world and will introduce students to all aspects of the college application process, such as researching colleges to find good matches, applying for financial aid, and filling out college applications.

All students who attend Camp College must be accompanied by a chaperone. Chaperones can be school counselors, community organization leaders, or other adults from an educational setting who know the student well. Chaperones can accompany up to five students and must stay for the entirety of the program, including overnight in the residence halls. In addition, under the guidance of the Camp College staff, chaperones will become part of the program by helping to lead small group sessions. Much more detailed information will be provided to chaperones about their responsibilities prior to the start of Camp College. 

While the two days will be full and heavily scheduled, Camp College consistently provides chaperones and students with a richly rewarding experience. We hope that you will consider attending with your deserving students who may benefit from this program. Of course, Camp College is not meant to replace your role in students’ lives as a school counselor, but rather, to supplement it.

Students and chaperones are responsible for arranging their own transportation to the event. However, there is no cost of attendance for students or chaperones for attending the program. Lodging and meals are also provided free of charge.

Because space is limited and there is no cost to participants, students must apply for this program. Applications are accepted on a rolling basis and we will start a waitlist once the program has been filled. 

If you have any questions, please feel free to email HRNJACAC@gmail.com. Thank you and best wishes for a healthy and happy conclusion to the academic year!
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